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NETWORKING

by Gordon van

INSIDER

Zuviden

Home Free

Get ready for seamless integration beyond the corporate world.

Without a doubt,
Control4 has the
vision and Fundir‘lg fo
make a dramatic
impact on the
residential integration

market,
]

EH B Decembe: 2004

ver since [ founded cyberManor in

late 19949, I've been looking for a

home-computing  infrastructure  and
automation control software that would
replicate the technology control experience
we all take for granted in the corporate
world, In the professional workplace, For
example, we can:

B Easily and reliably connect PCs (via
wired or wireless connections);

B Quickly become skillful at operating
many different software applications and
hardware platforms because they all Tollow
the very consistent graphical interface stan-
dards established by the look and feel of
the Windows or Mac operaling systems;

B Seamlessly add peripheral products
(such as scanners, printers or storage
drives) hecause they are automatically dis-
covered by the computer’s operating sys-
tem and added to the network.

In a Perfect World

If the home environment were anything
like the corporate environment, users
could easily and reliably connect comput-
er, audiofvideo, lighting, security  and
HVAC systems, These systems would be
linked to the home network backbone
through wired or wireless connections,
and each would be easy to operate and
control because they all would follow the
rules of a graphical interface standardized
by a universally accepled home operating

systermn. As in the corporate world, when
new devices or components (like an 1P
camera or 4 new personal video recorder)
were added to the home network, they
would  automatically  be  detected  and
included in our home operating experi-
ence without the need for any acdditional

programming efforts,

The Problem

Unfortunately, the home technology envi-
ronment is significantly more complex
than the corporate one. In the workplace,
there are drop ceilings through which to
run Cat 5 cables, and every component
on the office network from computers Lo
printers to cameras has a standardized
T T000- Ethernet port. By conlrast,
an existing home can have a sauna-like
insulated attic, an animal infested sublloor
and erawl space, and fire blocks in the
walls that can foil plans to prewire a home
with Cal 5 cabling, At the office, all appli-
cation and equipment control is iniliated
from a kevboard, mouse and large desk-
top screen. The home's functions, mean-
while, must be controlled from a variety
of interfaces, such as handheld push but-
ton remotes, keypads on various walls,
touchpad “coffee table” remotes and per-
sonal digital assistants. When a next-gen-
eration hardware or software product is
connected to the office network, it is auto-
matically discovered by the computer
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