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Estimated Time to Complete:
| hour
Estimated Cost: $250

THE PROBLEM

Smart Security

Install a wireless security system

omething evil waits in the dark.

Or maybe it was just a cat. With
a gecurity system vou can take the
guesswork out of your nightly rou-
tine and get a good night's sleep.

A few “experts” may tell yvou that
a professionally installed system
with a monitoring service watching
over you is the only way to dissuade
potential intruders. Sure it would be
nice to have that kind of peace and
money, but do-it-yourself models
have come a long way from barring
windows and barricading doors. We
opted for Smarthome’s SecureLinec II
system ($249.99), which should dis-
pel some of the myths about a com-
plex and expensive installation
process. With a few short-cuts, wea
had our system guarding the fort in
just under an hour.

STEP 1: GET ORGANIZED
Installing your own alarm system is
not rocket science. In fact, it's not
even eighth grade science. We'll be
the first to admit, though, that there
iz some consternation invelved.
Most of us know how to operate a
microwave oven and use a TV
remote, but an alarm system just
seems—wall, foreign. There's a rea-
son most of us get panicky about
them. Rest easy. While it is quite
easy to set off an alarm system by
mistake, the world will not end if
you do. In fact, it might not be a bhad
idea to trip the alarm just to hear

what it sounds like—or even just to
scare the neighbor’s cat.

The SecureLinc II has a lot of parts,
but don't be intimidated. You are in
cantrol here, And part of the beauty
of installing an alarm yourself is that
you can decide where it goes, how it
works and how you use it, but you
den't need to understand all the
techie terms. If all you want is a sim-
ple front door alarm, that's yvour call.
We officially give you permission to
cut corners and make the system
work your way.

Take a deep breathe. Unpack all
the pieces and lay them on a table in
a logical order. For some vaguely
magsochistic reason, the two manuals
seam to duplicate a few instructions.
Set them aside for now—please.

STEP 2: TAKE INVENTORY
In the Securelinc packags, you will
find two contacts. They are the
white plastic pisces that look like
doorstops, plus a magnet bracket,
These go on doors and/or windows
that burglers might consider a
point of entry. When the contact
moves away from the magnet, the
alarm will go off or yvou will have a
set period of time to disarm the
system. Install one or, if you're
Donald Trump, get 30 for every
door and window. How you design
the system is antirely up to you.
This system is totally wireless,
which means the contacts send an
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