Unraveling UPB

Who needs another wireless technology? You do—
if you want reliability at an affordable price.
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T ;115 article was onginally thought up hecause
'_,\' ”nt a stubbed tos. Here's how it happened: A
staircaze light was supposad to be on, but the
¥10 switch that oparates it occasionally has an
intermittent prohlem. On this particular evening,
the light just didn't come on when it was sup-
posed to. One dark staircase ecquals one stublbed
toe. Along with the aching toe came a wish that
there had to be a hatter way.

The fact that X10 iz still a viable choice for
home control speaks velumes about the good
design. But even with good design, eventual-
Iy something better will come along, and is
worth a look. Thers are currently a lot of
home control alternatives on the market, and
one iz called Universal Power Bus (UPB).

WHO WANTS IT?

Your head is probably already spinning with
the number of tachnologies and their associat-
ed products—especially with all of those
names, numbers and acronyms. But according
to Marshall Lester, CEQ of Powerline Control
Systems (PCS), the inventor of UPB technology,
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we need a new control technology because the
ones we have now do not always do the job

After all, it's no secret that X10 is not 100
percent reliable, Just ask my toe. But it's not
just a safety thing, it was often not economical,
For instance, that same light sometimes didn't
get the oFF signal either, and was frequently
found burning long after it was supposad to
have bean shut off.

10 systems are often found where thetr
simplicity and low cost make them a natural
choice, In the professional arena, control sys-
tems integrators, electricians, and lighting con-
tractors have used X10 for years to reducs
installation costs. The "pro” space is growing
in appeal. "It took nearly 20 years—from 1976
to 1995—for anyone to think seriously about
using powerline signaling in an overall lighting
system approach,” says Thomas Morgan, VP at
Worthington Distribution. “MNow, firms such as
HAI have leveraged the extraordinary commu-
nications power of UPB to enable an ideal light-
ing system—in less than six months,” UPE
actually expands this market appeal, because
the system is as reliable as “real” wiring, and
UPE natively has better functionality for securi-
ty, lighting, and two-way communications.

SIZING UP THE COMPETITION
Everyone wants convenience and security,
at what cost? With UPE, simple “smart”
switches can replace older models without the
hassle and expense of rewiring

Sounds just like 10, with a few differences.
X10 sends its signals during the brief peried in
the AC-power 60-cycle waveform, when the
voltage “crosses” the line from positive-going
to negative-going, and vice versa. Newer tech-
nolagies, including UPE, do not limit them-
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