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Get Wired!

Design and install a residential
structured wiring system

hen you want water, you just

turn on a faucet and there it
is! Well, think of structured wiring
as just a fancy name for your home's
digital plumbing network. That's
because a structured wiring system
will enable you to connect and con-
trol all of your digital appliances.

A structured wiring system will
serve as the backbone of your ulti-
mate digital home for years to come.
But like any other complex task, it's
best to approach structured wiring by
breaking it up into smaller, more man-
ageable phases. In other words, plan
vour work, and then work your plan.

STEP 1: PLAN YOUR PROJECT
Decide where to locate your sys-
tem's structured media center,
which ig a wall-mounted enclosure
where your incoming communication
services, such as telephone,
Internet, cable TV, antenna, and
satellite, will be connected and dis-
tributed. The structured media cen-
ter is also where you'll mount voice,
video, and data modules that sup-
port your digital applications,

Many professional installers recom-
mend locating a structured media
centar in a closet near the middle of a
home in order to minimize cable runs.
If you already have a home theater or
whole-house music system, consider
locating the structured media center
where your A equipment is stored.
The structured media center will

nead a dedicated 20-amp AC electric
circuit for all of your system’s power
requirements. A 14-by-14-inch struc-
tured media center large enough to
accommodate voice and data modules
will cost around $70. Use a 14-by-28-
inch structured media panel for sys-
tems that also require audio and
video modules.

MNext determine which rooms you
want to wire and where to locate
the wallplates in each room.
Remember, you'll want connectivity
for future digital devices, so don't
skimp on the number of wallplates.
A 10-by-15-foot room should have at
least two wallplates on opposite
sides of the room. Don't forget to
locate one near your bed. And don't
put a wallplate behind heavy furni-
ture you'll have to move every time
you connect or disconnect a cable.

Finally, make a copy of your home's
floor plan to use as your project
blueprint. If you don't have a floor
plan, use graph paper and a tape
measure to create cne. On your floor
plan, use colored pencils to draw a
path from the structured media cen-
ter to each wallplate. Use different
colors for your voice, video, data,
and surveillance cables. Keep in
mind that these cables will need to
travel up walls, through crawl-
spaces, and back down to the
wallplate. Accurately measuring
these distances will provide an
approximate idea of how much cable
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