telecommuter

Wide Loading

Sometimes thin is not so in. Here's the
skinny on how large aspect displays can & &
enhance your entertainment—
and even your productivity.

By Ericl Bums

That means some
of the mini notebooks
have more usable,
if not downright
comfortable,
keyboards for typing.

|

Americans continue to get wider so do
their TV sets. This trend, which began
thanks to the introeduction of “letterbozed”
movies to better the home cinematic axperi-
ence, has meant the shift from the traditional
4:3 (1.33:1) perspective to the wider 16:9
{1.85:1). The original television screen size was
ironically meant to correspond to films—hut as
TV drew away movie audiences, the cinematic
screens bacame wider, It took years for TV to
catch up, and now it looks like that PC monitor
might go wide as well.

Laptop screens and LCD monitors are starting
to move in the direction of a wide display,
which can vary roughly thanks to a different
standard of diagonal measuring. Thus expect to
see 15:9 or even 16:10, as opposed to the TV
standard of true 16:9. These monitors still offer
the same experience when viewing entertain-
ment where wider is indeed better.

While the early notebooks with these dimen-
sions have been geared more toward entertain-
ment, and thus found in Microsoft Media
Center editions meant for viewing movies and
TV, manufacturers like Dell and HP are touting
wide-display models and LCD momni-

tors for business use as well. There

are even a few slimmed-down notebooks
adapted for frequent travelers who want a
functional machine for waork, but can dish out
some entertainment on the road.

The gquestion on small businesses' and
telecommuters' minds everywhere is whether
the 16:9 dimension adds to the function, or if it
is just an encouragement to throw in a movie
at the end of the day. The answer to both
points may be yes. There is room for function
and fun in wide-angle viewing.

PRACTICAL MAKES PERFECT
Believe it or not, the shift to a wider 16:9 for-
mat has practical reasons, There are more
advantages in the portable format. The display
works quite well, lowering the notebook
“height" so users can easily look over their
screen to see activity beyond. This can be help-
ful in an office situation, in a coffee shop or at
home. The lower clearance also works to maxi-
mize space on airplanes. The screen height
doesn't become threatened every time the guy
in front of you decides to recline. Meanwhile
your experience won't be compromised by not
allowing your laptop to be fully open.

On the desktop side, the advantages have
more to do with productivity.

Since the LCD is becoming a
more viable display to con-
sumers, producing the same
aspect-ratio format could bring
LCD displays closer to a mass-
market level. “LCD panel size is
appealing to both business
users and consumers—for movie

T0  JULYAUGUST 2005

T :)'::'Z|'|!'v""il': O

techliving






