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| STAY CONNECTED ON THE GO

Entertainment
At Hand

There's tons of digital content out there for
the taking—and podcasting lets you put it

all in your pocket.

By Sandro Koy Miler

LOOKING

A FEW

:; ‘deasting is hip, it's hot, and everyone is
‘.'ﬁf ; '_:'i'umplng on board. Heck, even the 79-yeat-
old Queen Mum has joined the 21st cantury

sporting a new 6GE silver iPod. Spawning
from the viral content provided on Web sites
and blogs, podcasting has emerged as the
latest trend in digital expression both for per-
sonal and professional distribution.

PODCASTING 101

Often described as TiVo for Internet content,
podeasting is poised to revolutionize the way
audio content—like radio shows, political
speeches and even church sermons—will be
accessed in the
future. Can't listen
to your favorite radio

Even Apple has

H EEvre

show? Podcasting lets
vou load it to your

MP3 player and listen
at will.
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Practically anyone with an Internet connec-
tion, computar and a microphone can create
and distribute podeasts about anything. Not
bound by FCC regulations (hello, Howard
Starn!), overrun by advertisers (yet) and
chained to canned playlists from the top 40 of
a single genre, eclectic amateur shows have
been popping up all over the Web. Chris
Melntyre, Podeast Alley’s librarian, explained
that programs on their site originate from
arcund the world. "The artist, DJ, chef,
author, marketer—let's just call them cre-
ators—are the ones who submit and maintain
their shows,” he says.

Media organizations aren’t waiting around
to zee how this latest method of content
exchange is going to shake out. Ruth Meers,
from Podeoast Networks, pointed out that pub-
lic radio was an early adopter of podcasting.
"One of the first was Tony Kahn with WGEBH
public radio in Massachusetts. His podcast
was probably one of the first 100 in the
world,” Meers says.

VJS NEVER DIE

Google now returns over six million hits when
tasked with a search for podcast. Former '80s
MTV VJ Adam Curry teamed up with Really
Simple Syndication (R55) newsfeed software

e developer Dave Winer to create software that
jumped on the oo 1d v d load FER RS
podcasting band- [ b | mu. automatically downloa Icnn ent to
wagon. Find a ! - which one had subscribed. Winer's RS5—a
slew of free pod- | newsfeed format that alerts subscribers to
casts on iTunes. i changes made in content—was the first step-

| pingstone toward podcasting.
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