Fuzzy start?
The DesMarais family cleared
up a big problem by tuning into
more technoiogy. By John Brandon

or Doug DesMarais, technology is a means to

an end. As a non-technical craftsman, Doug’s

zkillz are in building and construction. And he

knows how to keep those skilled hands very
busy. In fact, he's an entreprensur and has built sever-
al custom homes (including his own 3,000-square-foot
two-story), owns a Sheetrocking business, a small
engine repair shop and a self-service carwash. Oh—
and in hiz “free" time, he runs a limo sarvice and owns
several small car dealerships,

Like many homeownsrs, Doug views technology as a
commaodity. If he sits down after a hard day's work, the
last thing he wants to do is program a TV or confiqura
surround sound. Why fumble with a remote when most
of your attention goes to business and family? He
wants instant-on entertainment, quick aceess to his
favorite shows and no technology hurdles. That's why,
when he first constructed his home several years ago,
he decided to wire every room with coaxial cahle and
feed each line down to a basement control room. His
plan was to build the home so that he could plug a TV
in any room and leave it there, without constantly
rewiring and reworking his entertainment options.
Sure, a technology expert might wire one ar two rooms™
and mix and match equipment over time. Doug wantec
his technology to stay behind the walls.
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During the construction phase, Doug focused—and
wizely so—on building what he needed at the time,
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